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The title compound, C18H20S3Si2, is a precursor in the

formation of platinum and gold di-yne complexes and poly-

yne polymers. These materials are of interest because of the �-

conjugation that extends through the fused oligothienyl linker

unit along the rigid backbone of the polymer. In the structure

of the title compound, the oligothienyl group is planar and the

trimethylsilylalkyne groups are essentially linear.

Comment

The title compound, 2,6-bis(trimethylsilylethynyl)dithi-

eno[3,2-b:20,30-d]thiophene, (I), is a trimethylsilyl-protected

di-yne. It is a precursor in the formation of the following series

of compounds: the terminal di-yne, HÐC CÐRÐC CÐH,

the dinuclear platinum(II) di-yne, [(Ph)(PEt3)2PtÐC CÐ

RÐC CÐPt(PEt3)2(Ph)], and the platinum(II) poly-yne,

trans-[(nBu3P)2PtÐC CÐRÐC CÐ]1 (R = thieno[3,2-b]-

thiophene-2,5-diyl). Rigid-rod platinum(II) poly-ynes with the

general formula trans-[(nBu3P)2PtÐC CÐRÐC CÐ]1 (R

= conjugated aromatic/heteroaromatic linker group) are

considered to be good model systems to study the triplet

excited state in polymers and provide important information

on the photophysical processes that occur within them (Khan,

Al-Mandhary, Al-Suti, Hisham et al., 2002; Khan, Al-

Mandhary, Al-Suti, Feeder et al., 2002; Khan et al., 2003). The

incorporation of heavy transition metals, such as platinum, at

regular intervals along the rigid polymer backbone introduces

a large component of spin-orbit coupling that allows emission

from the triplet excited state of the system via spin cross-over

processes (Wittmann et al., 1994; Beljonne et al., 1996; Younus

et al., 1998; Chawdhury et al., 1999). The novel photophysics of

the platinum(II) poly-ynes leads to materials that are useful

for applications in modern opto-electronic devices such as

light-emitting diodes (LEDs), lasers, photocells and ®eld-

effect transistors (FETs) (Wilson et al., 2000; Wilson,

Chawdhury et al., 2001; Wilson, Dhoot et al., 2001).

The title compound, (I), crystallizes in the monoclinic space

group P21/n, with one molecule in the asymmetric unit, so that

there is no crystallographically imposed symmetry (Fig. 1).

The central dithieno[3,2-b:20,30-d]thiophene group is essen-

tially planar and the bond parameters associated with this

group are similar to those found in other materials containing
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this thiophene ring system (Li et al., 1998; Osterod et al., 2001;

Frey et al., 2002). The bond parameters for the acetylene

groups and the trimethylsilyl ligands are similar to those

observed in related compounds (Khan, Ahrens et al., 2002;

Khan et al., 2004).

There are a number of signi®cant intermolecular interac-

tions within the crystal structure. All three of the unique S

atoms show contacts to symmetry-related S atoms: S1� � �S2

(related by the symmetry operation x ÿ 1, y, z) at a distance of

3.338 (2) AÊ ; S2� � �S1 (related by 1 + x, y, z) at a distance of

3.338 AÊ ; S2� � �S2 (related by 2 + x, ÿy, ÿz) at a distance of

3.545 (2) AÊ ; the S3� � �S2 (related by x ÿ 1, y, z) distance is

3.404 (2) AÊ , which is the shortest. There is also an indication of

the presence of �-stacking between pairs of adjacent

dithieno[3,2-b:20,30-d]thiophene ring systems, with centroid±

centroid separations between the ®ve-membered S1-

containing ring and the S3-containing ring, related by the

symmetry operation 1 ÿ x, ÿy, ÿz, of 4.328 (5) AÊ , and the S2-

containing ring and its symmetry-related partner (again by

1 ÿ x, ÿy, ÿz) with a distance of 4.539 (5) AÊ .

Experimental

5,50-Dibromodithieno[3,2-b:20,30-d]thiophene (2.0 g, 5.64 mmol), tri-

methylsilylethyne (1.46 g, 14.9 mmol) and iPr2NH±THF (70 ml, 1:1 v/

v) were mixed with catalytic amounts of CuI (20 mg), Pd(OAc)2

(20 mg) and PPh3 (60 mg). The crude product was worked up to yield

a dark-brown residue, which was then applied to a silica column in

hexane and eluted with the same solvent. The title compound was

obtained as a colourless crystalline solid in 78% isolated yield

(1.72 g).

Crystal data

C18H20S3Si2
Mr = 388.7
Monoclinic, P21=n
a = 6.191 (2) AÊ

b = 28.671 (9) AÊ

c = 12.066 (4) AÊ

� = 92.51 (2)�

V = 2139.7 (13) AÊ 3

Z = 4
Dx = 1.207 Mg mÿ3

Synchrotron radiation,
� = 0.6887 AÊ

Cell parameters from 11495
re¯ections

� = 3.2±29.4�

� = 0.46 mmÿ1

T = 150 (2) K
Plate, yellow
0.07 � 0.05 � 0.01 mm

Data collection

Bruker AXS SMART 1K CCD
diffractometer

Thin-slice ! scans
Absorption correction: multi-scan

(SADABS; Bruker, 2000)
Tmin = 0.969, Tmax = 0.996

11094 measured re¯ections

3062 independent re¯ections
2494 re¯ections with I > 2�(I)
Rint = 0.063
�max = 22.5�

h = ÿ6! 6
k = ÿ28! 31
l = ÿ13! 13

Re®nement

Re®nement on F 2

R[F 2 > 2�(F 2)] = 0.055
wR(F 2) = 0.114
S = 1.17
3062 re¯ections
224 parameters
H-atom parameters constrained

w = 1/[�2(Fo
2) + (0.0415P)2

+ 1.5269P]
where P = (Fo

2 + 2Fc
2)/3

(�/�)max < 0.001
��max = 0.40 e AÊ ÿ3

��min = ÿ0.33 e AÊ ÿ3

The crystal, a small thin plate, did not diffract signi®cantly beyond

45� in 2� and the ®nal re®nement �max was limited to 22.5�. One of the

methyl groups associated with Si1 showed positional disorder over

two sites, C13 and C13A. These two atoms, and their associated H

atoms, were re®ned with occupancies ®xed at 50% each. All the

aromatic and methyl H atoms were constrained as riding atoms, ®xed

to the parent atoms with distances of 0.95 and 0.98 AÊ , respectively,

and U(H) = 1.2 (aromatic H atoms) and 1.5 (methyl H atoms) times

Ueq(parent atom).

Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998); cell re®nement: LSCELL

(Clegg, 1997); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2000); program(s)

used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s)

used to re®ne structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular

graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997); software used to

prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999).

We are grateful to the Sultan Qaboos University, Oman, the

Royal Society of Chemistry for a Journals Grant for Inter-

national Authors (to MSK), and the DAAD (to BA) for
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Figure 1
View of (I) (50% probability displacement ellipsoids). The disordered
methyl group is not shown for clarity.
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